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Introduction
My wife, Margaret, and I have been regular visitors  to the south coast of New South Wales since the early 
1980s.  It's a rare year that we don't spend a week or so based in the coastal town of Narooma, about 320 
kilometres south of Sydney.  We just love the place.

Narooma is not a large town.  There is a permanent population of around 3,500 with another 2,500 in the 
nearby townships of Kianga and Dalmeny.  During the peak holiday period the population increases three- 
or four-fold and all the motels, B&Bs, camping grounds and van villages are filled to capacity.  But a visit in 
autumn, after the school holidays have finished, finds a totally different scene – kilometres of pristine, 
empty beaches, uncrowded villages and bush tracks where only the distant sound of an Eastern Whipbird 
breaks the silence.  This, of course, is the time we choose to visit....

Guluga, Barunguba....and more!

Two significant geological features dominate the region around Narooma.  

About seven kilometres inland, near the historic villages of Tilba Tilba and Central Tilba, lies Guluga, also 
known as Mount Dromedary (so named by Captain James Cook in 1770 as he sailed north towards 
Botany Bay).  Guluga commands the western horizon, reaching 806 metres at its highest point.

Eastwards, about eight kilometres off the coast is Barunguba, probably better known as Montague Island. 
In area the island is not large (about 80 hectares) but its long, low profile and central lighthouse means 
that it is a prominent feature from a considerable stretch of the mainland coast.

Both Guluga and Barunguba are sacred to the local Yuin people .  Guluga is regarded as their place of 
origin - the “mother mountain” - and legend has it that Barunguba was the elder of Guluga's two sons. The 
story goes that Barunguba was allowed to go out to sea by Guluga but the younger son, Najanuga had to 
remain near his mother.   Najanuga (or Little Dromedary) is located about a kilometre to the east of 
Guluga.

Using Narooma as a base, day trips as far as Batemans Bay to the north and Bega to the south are 
possible.  However, shorter trips allow time to really appreciate the many attractions of the district – the 
pristine beaches and coastal rock structures, the forests of tall spotted gums with their fern-like Burrawang 
understorey, the many lakes and inlets, historic villages, lunch at Tilba Valley Wines, the boardwalk at 
Wagonga Inlet (with its majestic stingrays), Sea Eagles soaring overhead, the back roads though State 
Forests and National Parks ....
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SoFoBoMo 2009

SoFoBoMo (Solo Photo Book Month) is the brainchild of Paul Butzi.  It is loosely based on NaNoWriMo, 
where participating writers all write novels in a month, and NaSoAlMo, where musicians write and record 
solo albums in a month. Further details can be found on the SoFoBoMo web site1 but the basic idea is to 
produce an electronic photo book from start to finish within a 4-week period and upload the finished 
product to the web site.  

In 2009 the designated start date was 1 May and the end date was 30 June and participants could choose 
any four week period within that two month window.
 
As this period seemed likely to coincide with our annual visit to the Narooma district, the opportunity to 
feature the district as my SoFoBoMo project was too good to resist.  In the end things didn't quite work out 
as planned.  Our week away actually overlapped the start date for SoFoBoMo which meant that I had 3 
and a bit days to complete the photography.  Had I not had a reasonable amount of local knowledge, the 
project would have had to be abandoned.  Even with local knowledge, time didn't permit visiting some 
locations that I would have liked to include.  Maybe next time!

On a positive note, the weather was kind so I was able to take advantage of the warm, clean light of early 
morning and late afternoon on each day.

Here then is a sampling of our “Few Days on the Coast”.  I hope you find something to enjoy here. 
 

     Brian Walters
     15 May 2009

1 http://www.sofobomo.org/2009/
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The Photographs
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Sunrise
Handkerchief Beach, Narooma
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Morning
Handkerchief Beach, Narooma
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Dunes
Handkerchief Beach, Narooma
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Sculptured Sand
Handkerchief Beach, Narooma
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Rock and Banksia
Handkerchief Beach, Narooma
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Rock and Shadow
Handkerchief Beach, Narooma
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Guluga and Bar Beach
Narooma
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Guluga (Mount Dromedary)
Moorhead Beach, Bermagui
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Gulaga (Mount Dromedary)
Horseshoe Bay, Bermagui

16



Waiting for the Storm
Bermagui Harbour
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Periwinkle Trails
Mummuga Head, Dalmeny
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Rock Patterns
Barunga Point, Narooma
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Rock Patterns
Mummuga Head, Dalmeny
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Mill Bay Boardwalk
Wagonga Inlet, Narooma
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Odd One Out
Wagonga Inlet, Narooma

22



Friendly Stingray
Wagonga Inlet, Narooma
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Ripples
Wagonga Inlet, Narooma
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  Waiting....
 Silver Gull
 Wagonga Inlet, Narooma
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Mural
Wagonga Inlet, Narooma
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Green Fields
Tilba Tilba
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Verandah
 Tilba Valley Winery

Central Tilba
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Vineyard and Corunna Lake
Tilba Valley Winery, Central Tilba
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Historic Village
Central Tilba
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Historic Village
 Central Tilba
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Wildlife in Stone – Camel Rock
Wallaga Lake
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Australia Rock
Wagonga Head, Narooma
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Mimosa Rocks
Wapengo District
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Stone Columns at Mimosa Rocks
Wapengo District
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Morning on Sunnyside Road
Mystery Bay
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Three Pines
Near Handkerchief Beach, Narooma
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Lakeside
Corunna Lake
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Timber Bridge over Murrah River
Murrah
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Timber Bridge
Wallaga Lake
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Spotted Gums and Burrawangs
Corymbia maculata and Macrozamia communis

Mystery Bay
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Spotted Gums
Corymbia maculata

Narooma
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Spotted Gums
Corymbia maculata

Narooma and Mystery Bay

43



 Old Man Banksia
               Banksia serrata

Dalmeny
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Coast Banksia
             Banksia integrifolia

Narooma
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Common Heath
               Epacris impressa

Bermagui
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White Correa
Correa alba

Handkerchief Beach, Narooma
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Sweet Pittosporum
Pittosporum undulatum

Wallaga Lake
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Barunguba (Montague Island) at Dusk
Handkerchief Beach, Narooma
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